
Practical Navigation Skills
Basic Map & Compass

Learn How To:
 Identify objects on a map
 Determine heading with a compass
 Determine where you are with a Map & Compass
 Use other indicators to determine direction
 Use other navigation aids (e.g. GPS)
 Strategies for staying found and getting unlost

Outdoor
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This course will cover basic map and compass skills to provide attendees with 

confidence that they will be able to find their way to and from their next outdoor 

adventure. Handouts will be provided with information on some of the topics 

covered. This is a practical-based seminar with student participation. We will 

discuss ways to determine direction without a compass as well as recommended 

strategies to figure out where you are based on landmarks, terrain, and a topo-

graphic map. Though we will not cover GPS usage in this seminar, we will relate 

the different advantages and disadvantages of traditional (map and compass) 

and modern (GPS) navigation tools. Finally, we will provide concrete strategies to 

ensure that your next adventure does not end up being your last one because 

you became lost.
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